
THE BOOK NOOK 
 
 

 

A few of the many series of crime fiction/ suspense/ intrigue in our library 
(all hardcover except for the two paperbacks identified below) 
 
 
STUART WOODS 
 
Stuart Woods was an American novelist, known best for his first novel, Chiefs, and his 
series of novels featuring protagonist Stone Barrington. Woods was a Georgia native, 
entered the advertising business after college graduation, and lived in England and Ireland 
for almost a decade. 
 
 
Stone Barrington is the son of a wealthy Massachusetts family. He became a New York 
City police officer but left after fourteen years over disagreements with his superiors. 
Barrington is now a lawyer and private investigator who counsels clients who are in need 
of a man of his discretion. 
 
Cold Paradise (Stone Barrington #7 of 66) 
Luxuriating in Palm Beach's winter warmth, Stone is stunned to recognize someone he 
thought was dead. Former client Allison Manning is alive and well—and suddenly very 
rich. Now she needs Stone's help in squaring a charge of insurance fraud that's been 
hanging over her head for years—and in getting rid of a recently acquired stalker. Suspects 
abound, including an elusive writer, an enigmatic businessman, and Allison's devious 
former husband. Only Stone can thwart the sly and greedy plan to steal the millions of 
dollars at stake—and the crafty killer behind it. 
 
Reckless Abandon (Stone Barrington #10) 
Stone Barrington tracks a mobster within the witness protection program—with a little 
help from Florida police chief Holly Barker—in this “full-throttle” thriller in the #1 New 
York Times bestselling series. 

Stone Barrington is, once again, right at home in New York City. But this time he’s 
joined by the tenacious Holly Barker—the lady police chief of Orchid Island, Florida. 
She’s come to Manhattan hot on the trail of a fugitive from her jurisdiction. And Stone is, 
well, glad to see her, right up until the moment when her presence creates a great danger 
to both of them—and to their surprise, she becomes the pursued instead of the pursuer. 
 
Cut and Thrust (Stone Barrington #30) 
When Stone travels to Los Angeles for the biggest political convention of the year, he finds 
the scene quite shaken up: a dazzling newcomer—and close friend of Stone’s—has given 
the delegates an unexpected choice, crucial alliances are made and broken behind closed 



doors, and it seems that more than one seat may be up for grabs. And amid the ambitious 
schemers and hangers-on are a few people who may use the chaotic events as cover for 
more sinister plans. 
 
Quick and Dirty (Stone Barrington #43) 
When a slam-bang of a crime brings a beautiful new client into Stone Barrington’s office, 
little does he know his association with her will pull him into a far more serpentine 
mystery in the exclusive world of art. It’s a business where a rare find could make a 
career—and a collection—and mistakes in judgment are costly. And under its genteel and 
high-minded veneer lurks an assortment of grifters and malfeasants eager to cash in on the 
game.  In the upscale world of New York City’s luxury penthouses and grand Hamptons 
estates, it will take a man of Stone Barrington’s careful discernment and well-honed 
instincts to get to the truth without ruffling the wrong feathers . . . because when it comes 
to priceless and irreplaceable works of art, the money and reputations at stake are worth 
killing for. 
 
 
Will Henry Lee starts out as a star of Woods’s first series. A police chief in Georgia, he 
must investigate a brutal crime. Later on in the series, it is his son, Billy Lee, a lawyer and 
war hero, who begins a career in politics, moving up the ranks of the government while 
still investigating crimes committed around him. 
 
The Run (Will Lee #5 of 7) 
A respected senator from Georgia, Will Lee has loftier aspirations. But a cruel stroke of 
fate thrusts him onto the national stage unexpectedly, and long before he's ready for a 
national campaign.  The road to the White House will be more treacherous—and 
deadly—than Will can imagine. A courageous and principled man thrust into the 
spotlight, he suddenly finds himself the target of clandestine enemies who will use all their 
money and influence to stop him . . . dead.  Now Will Lee isn't just running for president, 
he's running for his life. 

 
Holly Barker starts off as a small-town police chief in Orchid Beach, Florida, before 
becoming a CIA Special Agent a few books into the series. 
 
Orchid Blues (Holly Barker #2 of 6) 
Stuart Woods brings back small-town police chief Holly Barker—and her extraordinary 
Doberman, Daisy—for another exhilarating adventure in this New York Times bestseller. 
When Holly’s wedding festivities are shattered by a brutal robbery, she vows to find the 
culprits. With nothing to go on but the inexplicable killing of an innocent bystander, Holly 
discovers evidence that leads her into the midst of a clan whose members are as 
mysterious as they are zealous. Holly’s father, Ham, a retired army master sergeant, is her 
ticket into their strange world. What he finds there boggles the mind and sucks them all—



Holly, Ham, and Daisy—into a whirlpool of crazed criminality from which even the FBI 
can’t save them. 
 
 
PATRICIA CORNWELL 
 
Patricia Cornwell is an American crime writer. She is known for her best-selling novels 
featuring medical examiner Kay Scarpetta, of which the first was inspired by a series of 
sensational murders in Richmond, Virginia, where most of the stories are set. 
 
Dr. Kay Scarpetta is best known as the beautiful blonde Chief Medical Examiner for the 
Commonwealth of Virginia at Richmond. She is also known as one of the top forensic 
pathologists in the country. Along the way, the series also features FBI profiler Benton 
Wesley, Kay’s genius niece Lucy Farinelli, and the unhealthy and balding homicide 
detective Pete Marino. 
 
From Potter’s Field (#6 of 28) 
Dr. Kay Scarpetta, chief medical examiner of Virginia and consultant for the FBI, is in the 
midst of a late-night autopsy at the morgue when the call comes:  Gault, the sadistic 
psychopath who has eluded capture for years, has struck again. 
  She and longtime FBI and police colleagues Benton Wesley and Captain Pete 
Marino fly to the eerie early-morning scene, where they immediately recognize Gault’s 
grizzly handiwork. But no one seems to know his bald female victim, whose naked body 
has been propped up against a frozen fountain. It makes no sense that she apparently 
disrobed in the bitter cold without a struggle and walked barefoot over snow to her death. 
  While Scarpetta sorts through the strange forensic evidence, Gault kills again. But 
the prey he ultimately seeks is Scarpetta, for it becomes increasingly apparent that he is as 
focused on her as she is on him. It may be possible that he kills to impress her, and that 
he’s trying to get at her through her young niece, Lucy, who is the brains behind CAIN, 
the worldwide FBI computer network. 
  Through what proves to be Scarpetta’s most frightening chase, she can almost sense 
the evil, electric presence of her nemesis. But when she draws close, he slips back into the 
darkness, waiting for the time when they at last meet. . . . 
 
Unnatural Exposure (paperback) (#8) 
Filled with tension and continual surprises, Unnatural Exposure is a thrilling chapter in 
Virginia Chief Medical Examiner Kay Scarpetta's life, and a triumph for #1 New York 
Times best-selling author Patricia Cornwell.  

The body of an elderly woman is found dismembered in a Virginia landfill. 
Scarpetta initially believes the clues mirror that of a serial killer she's tracked before. But 
upon further investigation, she discovers puzzling pox-like erruptions on the woman's 
body that, perhaps, point in another direction. 



When the killer contacts her via e-mail, Scarpetta enlists the aid of her computer-
savvy niece, Lucy, to help track this monster through cyberspace. Learning that the 
Virginia victim was exposed to a high-tech virus that might unleash an epidemic, 
Scarpetta realizes she's dealing with a sophisticated mind. 

Her investigation leads her from the government's biological defense facility in 
Utah, to Atlanta's Center for Disease Control, and eventually to quarantine, when it is 
discovered that Scarpetta has been exposed to this fatal virus. Along the way, she's forced 
to deal with the unscrupulous ambitions of a slick FBI agent, Lucy's problems, and her 
own turbulent feelings for Agent Benton Wesley. 
 
Point of Origin (paperback) (#9) 
This dazzling thriller pits Chief Medical Examiner Kay Scarpetta against greater odds than 
ever before.  

Convicted serial killer Carrie Grethen has escaped from a psychiatric hospital with 
plans for revenge. Wary and shaken, Scarpetta also has to investigate the death by fire of 
an unknown woman. The post mortem reveals the woman was stabbed before the fire was 
started, and soon Scarpetta and her colleagues are called out to the scene of another fire 
and another murder.  

When her lover, Benton Wesley, disappears while following up a tip-off, Scarpetta, 
with sudden, appalling clarity, sees that Carrie has set up a scenario in which she has the 
upper hand and can manipulate them all. 
 
Blow Fly (#12) 
Dr. Kay Scarpetta is settling into her new life as a private forensic consultant and is deep 
into a case that has left colleagues in Louisiana profoundly disturbed. A woman is found 
dead in a seedy hotel, dressed to go out, keys in her hand. Her history of blackouts, and 
her violent outbursts while under their spell, offer more questions than clues about the 
cause of her death. 
  Then Scarpetta receives news that chills her to the core:  Jean-Baptiste 
Chandonne—the vicious and unrepentant Wolfman, who pursued her to her very 
doorstep—has asked to see her. From his cell on death row, he demands an audience with 
the legendary Dr. Scarpetta. 
  With friends and family by her side, Scarpetta tries to guess what sort of endgame 
this madman has in mind and how, if at all, it’s related to the Louisiana case. She begins 
to unravel a twisting, international conspiracy and then confronts the shock of her life:  a 
blow that will force her to question the loyalty and trust of all she holds dear. 
 
Autopsy (Kay Scarpetta #25) 
Forensic pathologist Dr. Kay Scarpetta has come almost full circle, returning to Virginia, 
the state where she launched her storied career as the chief medical examiner. Finding 
herself the new girl in town once again after being away for many years, she’s inherited 
both an overbearing secretary and a legacy of neglect and potential corruption. 



She and her husband, Benton Wesley, now a forensic psychologist with the US 
Secret Service, have relocated to Old Town Alexandria, where she’s headquartered five 
miles from the Pentagon in a post-pandemic world that’s been torn apart by civil and 
political unrest. After just weeks on the job, she’s called to a scene by railroad tracks—a 
woman’s body has been shockingly displayed, her throat cut down to the spine—and as 
Scarpetta begins to follow the trail, it leads unnervingly close to her own historic 
neighborhood. 

At the same time, a catastrophe occurs in a top secret laboratory in outer space, 
endangering at least two scientists aboard. Appointed to the highly classified Doomsday 
Commission that specializes in sensitive national security cases, Scarpetta is summoned to 
the White House and tasked with finding out exactly what happened. But even as she 
remotely works the first potential crime scene in space, an apparent serial killer strikes 
again very close to home. 
 
Livid (#26) 
In this thrilling installment of the #1 bestselling series, chief medical examiner Dr. Kay 
Scarpetta finds herself a reluctant star witness in a sensational televised murder trial when 
she receives shocking news. The judge’s sister has been found dead. At first glance, it 
appears to be a home invasion, but then why was nothing stolen, and why is the garden 
strewn with dead plants and insects? 

Although there is no apparent cause of death, Scarpetta recognizes telltale signs of 
the unthinkable, and she knows the worst is yet to come. The forensic pathologist finds 
herself pitted against a powerful force that returns her to the past, and her time to catch 
the killer is running out. 
 
 
MICHAEL CONNELLY 
 
Michael Joseph Connelly is an American author of detective novels and other crime 
fiction, notably those featuring LAPD Detective Hieronymus "Harry" Bosch and criminal 
defense attorney Mickey Haller. 
 
Hieronymus “Harry” Bosch – a Los Angeles Police Department detective who retired and 
became a private investigator for a couple of novels, before returning to LAPD's Open 
Unsolved Unit, a fictional unit based on LAPD's actual Cold Case Homicide Unit, and 
later the Robbery Homicide Division (RHD) Homicide Special Unit.  Harry is a tenacious 
investigator with a strong personal code that drives him to seek justice for murder victims. 
 
The Narrows (Harry Bosch #10 of 20) 
In the depths of the Nevada desert, FBI agent Rachel Walling and former LAPD Detective 
Harry Bosch must confront The Poet, a terrifying serial killer who leads them down a dark 
and twisted path. 



FBI agent Rachel Walling finally gets the call she's dreaded for years, the one that 
tells her the Poet has surfaced. She has never forgotten the serial killer who wove lines of 
poetry in his hideous crimes—and apparently he has not forgotten her. 

Former LAPD detective Harry Bosch gets a call, too—from the widow of an old 
friend. Her husband's death seems natural, but his ties to the hunt for the Poet make Bosch 
dig deep. Arriving at a derelict spot in the California desert where the feds are unearthing 
bodies, Bosch joins forces with Rachel. Now the two are at odds with the FBI . . . and 
squarely in the path of the Poet, who will lead them on a wicked ride out of the heat, 
through the narrows of evil, and into a darkness all his own. 

 
 
Hotshot LA defense attorney Mickey Haller (half-brother of Connelly's mainstay character 
Harry Bosch) is the Lincoln Lawyer, a criminal defense attorney who operates out of the 
back seat of his Lincoln Town Car. He travels between the far-flung courthouses of Los 
Angeles to defend clients of every kind. Bikers, con artists, drunk drivers, drug dealers— 
they’re all on Mickey Haller’s client list. For him, the law is rarely about guilt or 
innocence—it’s about negotiation and manipulation. Sometimes it’s even about justice. 
 
The Lincoln Lawyer (Mickey Haller #1 of 7) 
A Beverly Hills playboy arrested for attacking a woman he picked up in a bar chooses 
Haller to defend him, and Mickey has his first high-paying client in years. It is a defense 
attorney's dream, what they call a franchise case. And as the evidence stacks up, Haller 
comes to believe this may be the easiest case of his career. Then someone close to him is 
murdered and Haller discovers that his search for innocence has brought him face-to-face 
with evil as pure as a flame. To escape without being burned, he must deploy every tactic, 
feint, and instinct in his arsenal—this time to save his own life. 
 
 


